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Taverns,Inns and Inn Keepers:inn Keepers
were an important @t of the early American scene and
taverns were important meeting places. least nine
Dreisbachsownedtavernsi n t he |
180 .s In a few cases we have a reasonably good
picture of the Dreisbach inn keeper. In other cases, we
have only a name. Here we present infornmaémd
some speculationreadily identifiable by words like

at e 170

had onlytwo (kinds of) public buildings, a church and a
tavern, and taver ns’Imsemee
places, (althoughas far as we knowjot where Simon
Dreisbach _orMartin DreislPach settled) tavern was
buil? beforétHe Lhurérdhliwadused forservicesuntil a
properchurch building was erectéd A law enacted in
1706, prohibitedd r i nki ng i n oaSudday b | |
andensured that c¢hur cdftertheo e r
sefmon.fo enjoy a few rounds

AperdapBpossi bl y,0aboutdhess infi may b

keepers and their lives.

Nthe 17 O0dvéninto thavehrly1 8 0 Qhies ,

tavernsthat were foundn the very sparsely settled
countrysideof Pennsylvania wersmall log buildings,1
or 1 ¥ stories highwith two rooms on the first floor.
Oneroomserved as the bar rogmie other as a meeting
place or living quartersThese country taverns, like
tavernseverywhere were locatedalong a busy road or
better yet, situated at the intersection of two well
travded roads"

K. i PR | e
Fig. 1. One room of adg cabin wih loft. Thefirst taverns on the
frontier probablylooked much like the picture above. Wikipedia

The early, rural taverns were simple (see Fig. 1)
having a fireplace, a fewables madeof split logs and
some stoolsaand shelves. Mangid double duty ashe

i nn ke e pByhanghg h sigmthat read OP E N 0
on the front door of his house, the owner indicated he
was ready t@accept guests arsll hard liquor.

A church and a tavern! Settlemen of the wilderness
had apredictable pattern. Firgt few settlers arrived,
cleared land and built home$hen, & more settlers
came a grist mill and a saw mill were built. By the time
the population was large enough to sustain a church, it

Inn or tavern? When atavern accommodated overnight
travelersit was considered to be an ifut the terms
were largely interchangeable abdth inn and tavern
were regulated and taxett was the legal duty aininn

to providetravelers withdrink, simple mealsanda bed
although the bed was usually shargdsbveral strangers
and often waf dubious quality and cleanlinessAn
inn was also required to provide shelter and food for
horses.As poor as it might bejn bad weather,a
cramped,dirty inn was warmer,drier and saferthan
sleepingoutside

Taverns in populated areas(see Fig. 2) were larger,
and better furnishedhan those on the frontieMhey
often had two or more stories with bed chambers located
onthe second floor. Even in these establishments it was
taken for granted you would share a bed with 2 or 3
strangers.Diaries of travelers often describeebKast
discussions with fellow travelersabout snoring,
cleanliness, and the number of bed bugs emeved’

Fig. 2. Taverns in more populated areas that were in use in the mid
to |l ate 170006s would have
unknown.
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One inn was ranked by a

as it had only a few bugsalthough it wadivery noisy
most of the night with partying, dancing, firing guns,
etcd® Another place got a much lower ranking with the
visitor
| had Bugs in every part of my Bed & in the next room
sever al noisy felilows

Games were associated with tavern life almosnash
asthey were withdrinking. Amusementsangedfrom
dice andcard gamego outdoor sports andshooting
matches When too mucHiquor had beenconsumed,
these sporting contests could prove hilarious or deadly

Taverns served as official space8eyond selling drink
and servingt r avel er s 6 ns nsereed sas
courtroomsbefore court houses were bdiltrials were

held in them, but thewlso served asssembly and
voting places a particularly importanfunction during

the Revolutionary War and lateas the new nation
struggled to find its way.

During the Revolutionary War period, most of the
descendants of Simon Dreisbach $ved in Lehigh and
Moore Townshipsn Northampton County, PA.d&Rords
indicate there was oylone (legal) tavernin Lehigh
Twp.,” owned byPeterAnthony, at wo s t>2 %9
log structure®® It was at this tavern, in 1776, that

delegategrom Lehigh, Moore, Allen, Chestnuthill, Penn
and Towamensing Townshipgere choseno attend the
1776 Continental Congresshere they helpedo draw
up a Constitution
Pennsylvania®

for the Commonweah of

Fig. 3. Old house standsn land once owned by Peter Anthony and
approximatelyatt h e s i t e s ®alernAThe Hstonn of this
building is unknown to the authoiGoogle Earth Street view image.

Simon Dreisbach Jr waselectedat Ant homay 6 s
a representativef Lehigh Townshipto attendthe 1776

v i €onvention alke |dtationeot this/tavgrio is dncelrtaind g |

but Peter Ant hony had |
Indianland Churchn Cherryville, PA, on the main road
from Easton to the Lbigh Water Gap. This area is near

an

s ay i n gllth® Rightin nmgyoonc o m pha nenter af Lehigh Twpand A n t h otavgrndnsay

have beetocated atheintersection of present day route

pl ay 248 nd&ashewbrivel where, tbday, dhere is an old

stone house whoggstory is unknowr(see Fig. 3.)

Fig. 4. A modern, but most likely reasonably authentic view of
Pennsylvania militia drilling, beforetheir tavern visit. From:
http:/kittycalash.com/

Revolutionary War Militia met at taverns: By 1777,
PRegngylvaniehad enacted a law making militia service
mandatory for all white men between the ages of 18 and
532 They meton an irregular schedule dependingon

farm duties, weather, anthe officerin charge. Ater
drilling, (and sometimes befordrilling), the militia
retired to the nearest tavern with the result that they were
often useless to their wigeand farms the following day.
The Pennsylvania Archivecorda number of lettesrof
complaint on this topic in
cannot be wuseful to the Ci
Taverns in large numbers, & spend their Time in
amusement & Frolick as is too often the Case, & still
less do we approve the Practice of spending Time in
shooting Game or Matches, which also consume
ammunitdb n ** o

Taverns and inns were and still are, regulated by the
government and owners must pay a license fimethe
| at e Ih&licebskefee helped to fill the coffers of
Pennsyl vaniads governor
enforced with some vigor A licensealso ensuredthat
tavern keepers maintained order inside and outside their
establishments, since a licence could be revoked for
failure to do sd®> Laws governed how and in what
guantities,nn keepers could sell liquor amequired inn
keepes to provide a bed, the possibility of buying 3
als,2.dpy,and stabling and food for hot8eg he
cleanlinessof innswas notregulated anaften was far
evenfrom the general stalard of the day.

an i


http://kittycalash.com/

The taverni a ma n 6 s Ppol pasameén did not
frequent taverngxcept to purchase liquor to take home
or to attend specific partiesr gatherings.One such
occasion was the winter sleigh rigddere people piled
into horse drawn deighs for winter rides, stopping at
homes along the way.'” The rides often endedat the
local tavernwhere there was prodigious consumption of
alcohol®

Visits to taverns depended upon weather and ifagm
Men gatheredn taverns after the harvest wiasand in
early spring. Fewer came to drink in January and
February probably due to the long, cold ride between
farm and tavern?

Fig. 5. Sleigh ride visit to a coUhtrymshowﬁiﬁ the backgroundBy
Thomas BirchPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania; 18460. Courtesy of the
Winterthur Museum, Winterthur, Delaware.

Alcohol consumption: According to nost accountsof
everyday life inthis period everyone drank alcohaho
matter whattheir age Children might be given small
beer, withlow alcohol content, but might just as well be
given whisky or rum.The alcoholic contenbf most
drinks was high,about 45% equal t090 prooff® Even
abstainersdrank hard cider, which wasonlydo 10%
alcohol. While most English speaking people consumed
whiskey or rumat every mealthis was not the case for
the Pennsylvania Germans

Dr. Benjamin Rush(a famous Philadelphia physician,
17451813),waswell acquainted with the Pennsylvania
Germansof his dayand saidii V e few use distilled
spirits in their families; their common drinks are cider,
beer , Wi ne and?
Pennsylvania German mehi d not justrthan k ,
they did their drinking in tavernsather than at home.
Even among the Germagnthere were differences in
alcohol consumptian The stricter religious settlers
(Menronite, Amish,and Dunkaryl were more likely to
drink water, cider and beer and not frequent taverns.
German Reformed andutheran settlersvere far more

likely to enjoytavernswhere theydrank heavily Some
evenhadsmallstills of their own

Everyone brewed beer and cider at
home and these were not considered
alcoholic beveraged arger stills were
often located near grist mills. Farmers
took a portion oftheir cropof corn, rye

or wheatto be groundinto flour and

the remainder went tthe distiller to
make whiskey for home use or to sell.
transported, whisky

Easily

A Brief look at Dreisbach taverns and inn keeperfn

t he | at e mid-IBOQ0Ad seretdescendants of
Simon Dreisbactér. and many were closely related. In
one case, they are brothers, in anothege inn keepers
are part othe same family. In still another examptiep

inn keepergmarried first cousinsMoreovermost wee
operating taverns at more or less the same time. What
we are seeing is part of the movement of the third and
fourth generation Dreisbachs away frohe tfarm and
into a life in town where, at least these, served as inn
keepers.

What follows is a crazguilt of Dreisbach inn keepsr
with tavern locationsover a large area ofsoutheastrn
Pennsylvania.At the end ofthe newsletteris a map
showing where each hotel was locateahd a chart
indicating how the inn keepease rdated

Dr ei s b ac h éasloddtedabbut @mites north of
Lehigh Water Gap an@vas mentioned in the diary of a
trip taken by Joseph Bowman duritige yearsl817to
1819 Bowman, a Mennonitetravelled from Reading,
PA. toOntario, Canada taisit friends and relatives who
had migratedthere some years previousle kept a
diary in which heaecorded the distance he travelled each
day and where he stopped each nfghOn his return
trip in 1819,heleft Waterloo, Ontario o8 Februaryand
arived in Readingl8 days later A few daysbefore
reaching homehe mentioned an overnight stayat
iDr ei s b acNothisg elst i$ known about this
inn. It may have been a separate building or it might
have beerthe home oftie miller who took in travers
and served atihol, to makeextra moneyWho was this
tavern owne?

Igiébmp|l motwat édmat o

The pedtsandidate to be the inn keepdoit Dreisbach
(17641854) a son of John Dreisbach and a grandson of
the patriarch, Simon Dreisbach Jtis Jostsettledin

the Weissport, PAarea (which is about 6 miles north of
Lehigh Water Gap) n t h e daadhe rethain@d 0
there his whole life urvey map& showthe north east
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Fig. 6. Alerial view of the two tracts of Jost Dreisbach near
Weissport, PAYellow arrow pints to possible siteo f Jost 6s
Google Earth.

sectionof J o sland was very close taroad thatran
eastwest along thebase of the nortlside ofthe Blue
Mountain (Blue Mountainis the northern boundary of
the Lehigh Valley. The roadoriginatedas an important
Indian trail called the Pohopoco tRa named for the
creekwhich it follows During the French and Indian
War of 17541763 it became an important military
highway24 Then, as now, theoad connectthe towns of
Gilbert and Kresgélle with the LehighRiver. It was,
therefore, a logicadnd goodplace to have an inn.

e “-’C;:z\l i
Fig. 7. Old mill on right and hotel on left. It is possible that the mill
was fADrei sbachds mill o. There i
(not visible inthe photo) and another old house directly across the
street from the mill. Either
house.Google Earth street view snapshot

Today hereis an old mil] some old houseand an old
hotel built about 1880along thePolopoco Creelnear
or on Jostods
mi | IP@s8&bly. Might there have been a smaller
forerunner of the present day hotel? Perhap@r
perhgs Josserval travelers in his house.

While Jostwas content to stay in one placenearpresent
day Weissporthis older braher, Henry Dreisbachhad
greater ambitions Henry startedwith a good piece of
property in Lehigh Township, PAwutsold it and moved
to New York StateWhat do we know about thHenry
Dreisbach? Quite a lot, actually. Here is a quick look,
but there is much more information about Henry.

HenryDriesbachdés Tavern, Spart:
Henry Dreisbach, owner of a tavern n&pmarta, NY. is
worthy of a newsletter all byiimself. Born 30 Oct
1762, he was the oldesbn of John Dreisbach (1735
1796) anda grandson of Simon Dreisbach Sr. Mas
also the older brother of Jost Ditegeh of Weissport, PA
(above).Frommid-1700 to mid180Q many Dreisbach
were involved with mills. Weissport Jost, we have
learned, was a millerHis brother, Henrywas a milt
wright, a man who could make and repair the many
wooden parts of grist and saw mills.

Fromnvarious accounts we can say that Henry had some
character flaws. He was liious, with manyrecorded
courtcases abounoney and/or land owed or owinge

also was chargedith and convicted of bastardy.

In 1784 Henrymarried Catherine App (17&337) the
daughter oMichael App (also written Oppa neighbor

in Lehigh Twp.,PA. By 1800, & a time when the couple
had eight childrenHenry wasworking as a mill wright
across the Lehigh River. Here hal an affai with Eve
Henryresultingin an illegitimate childwho wasnamed
iHenry Dreisbachlbve ad hdterd chd
brought a court casagainst Henryor bastardyi and

won. Amazingly, all he documents for this case
survive” and were discovered in 2009Through them,
descendants dheillegitimate babywho wasknown to
geneal ogi sts as A koopytorammi ou
1800) were documented as beingonnected to the
Simon Dreisbach Srline through his son John and
grandson, Henry.

Henry movesto New York Stateand opens a tavern.
Possiblydue to communitydisapproval ofhis conduct,
Henry Dreisbactsold his very valuabléarm in Lehigh
Jwp @andy mgved diss wifer and familyor Liyngston, ¢
County, NewYork in about1804. He settled outside the

otbwntofl Spastaanelaapentd & gavebne How Hd we kibw | ¢

about this somelat surprising venture?eBause it was

anothe stoppingplace on the trip of Mennonitégoseph

Bowman, this time on the outward leg of his trifrom

his hogxe i% Reading, PA. to Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
aghos

Wasd ths se NBIr gl1§

Heading to visit friends and relativeBpwman stopped
atMulholland tavern in Danvi#, NY. The nex nighthe
stayedat another taveronly 3 miles further down the

road - the tavern of Henry DreisbachBowman had
traveled 20 miles twalays previouslyand perhap#is
horse was lame, or he himsealfs ill T but because he
only travelled 3milesto hisnextstay at annn, we know
thatih Dr i Bébadaver ndo nweasopenSp a
and functioningn 1817.



Thanks toJeanne Finley, a Simon Dreisbach descendant which was not used in everyday lifeT h u feteri

who has researched and provided informatiabout Dr e i s bsahepgrederred name for theextinn keeper
Henry in New York Statewe krow that Henrywasnot we will meet.
listed as an inn keepan the tax rollsof Livingston
County, N.Y. This suggestshat his tavern was not A family of inn keepers! Peter Dreisbacha son of
Opwblhhoused but mo r evn Housd e | ySimenaDseisbEoh dwasthe §irstof three generations of
which he opened to travellelsom time to time and inn keepersn the same family Born 3 Nov. 1757 (see
from which he sal liquor to makemoney. DFA Newsletter of Nov 2013), hemarried Susanna
Beiselabout 1778Shortly afterthe marriagethey settled
However, he tavernis referred toin The History of in the area between Bethlh and Easton, PA. known
Livingston County, N¥ indicaing it was at least locally asDrylands.We know that byl802Peterhadtitle to 85
known. We do not know how long Hey ran this acres of landn Dryland® which formerly belonged to
tavern, but Finleysuggests & wasoperatingit at least Conrad Eichs(17001779¥°, who was the father of his
from 1813through 18¥ and probablyfor longer than stepmother. There Peter haah 1 8 ptw@® dtddy
that stone housdarger and grander than the homesmafst

neighborsvho lived inone storywood or log house$’

Peter Dreisbachand an inn: There isonly one known
statement, made by a descendant about,1980ich
saysthat fiPeter Dreisbaclii k e p t a hot el e
Dr y V &INot eging from the area, the descendant
call ed t he area ADbyy a.vaod
However, he statemerthat Peter had hotel is clear

Fortunately, lhere is a piece of circumstantial evidence
that lends credence to the idea tHReter did, indeed,
have a hotel on his Dryland propertl.revolves around

- o : the sale of his landPeter died on 1&ug. 1810. One
Fig. 8. ThePennsville Tavern and Stagecoach Stop was builtin 1809  year beforénis deathin 1809 Peter soldis 110 acreso
on land previously owned by Henry Dreisbach. Did Helnaye an his son, Simon Dreisbach (178842), for $5,2832
earlier tavern on the same site? PhotGoogle EarthStreetview. . . .

This was avery high price for 110 acres d¢&nd, even

though it was near water and in a desirable location. It

York State? Perhaps Henryhad a tavernwhile still strongly suggests that there was something else about the
living in PennsylvaniaThe idea behind thispeculation land, or more ikely about the building(s) on i, that

rests on what we know abo LW"de ﬁgvgr?t]#hgi%mlqu ANV A ILfcrtatlvewl"g)th
perfectsite fora taverrf’ The intersection ofwo well would certainly fit thebill

used roads neatly cut hiproperty into four equal
guarters One road, the currenRoute 248 (Lehigh

Drive), was and still is a major eastest road. The other .
road, Walnut Drive,runs north-south roadand was one from 1817 to 183% show Simonwas a farmex(other

of the road€o J o s t Dr gristsnil.aThesefoads records were not examined) However, hese same

crosedr i ght in the land dHishoase of G¥% gt}g‘%t@at his older broth@mniel, wasan inn

was most likely located at this crossrogulacing iton a keeper! i wcgn_ders |fthe| dbrothErtsh h?d Jﬁ?eh?g] a
route traveled byhirsty farmershaulinggrainto the mill agreementpne (Simon) would work the landthe other

- a perfect site for a tavernn fact, there is an dltavern (Daniel) would run the tavernthat their father had

onthisspat t oday 6 sTavétre(ser Big..B IItl e established
sits where Henry might havehad his house and from
which, perhaps, heserval travelers. Attractive as this
idea is we haveno evicenceat allto support thigsheory!

_— - —

Did Henry have a tavern before he moved to New

Peterd6s son, D a n AfterISimonita®k a n
title t o hi s f a thehtaxragsessmentecots

Daniel, the inn keeper wasborn on 27 April 1782, and
at the age of 20married a neighbor girl, Catharine
GradwohP** The wedding took placat the German

The brothersHenry of SpartaN.Y. and Weissport Jost Reformed Church in Easton, Pén 1 February 1802

were thefirst cousins othe next inn keepedohn Peter f'x ye_ar?hlater, i br{othﬁrBSmon marirled ESI!zabeth
Dreisbach. First, a bit about his namei J o hn o | s -C{CTh!} € same churc (By the way, ¥ was Simon

Englisht ransl ati on of #AJohann ﬁugfan’\oE Iy I hﬂ%m?;g%math whgnargedinto

uson Steubeffiamil
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Daniel moves to Northumberland County:In 1837, at
age 43, Daniel sold the inn and moved his wife,
Catharine, and their family, including 16 year aioh,
Daniel Hiram Dreisbach, to Lewis Twp. in
Northumberland C&

Probably sing money from the sale of the inn, Daniel
purchased the imposing Sldattower farm. The house
was relatively newwhen he bought iand was built on
the site of Fort Freeland.The land itself, had a bloody
history. On this spot, in 1779, a force of 300 Inaaand
British hadattacked and killegettlers living inside the
stockade known as Fort Freeladdbattle ragedn the
site of the houséeading one to wonder ihusket balls
and arrowheadsurned up as Daniéliramand his father
plowed the fields andsahis mother gardened

Fig. 9. The Hanoverville Roadhouse about 1900. Photo courtesy of
hanovervilleroadhouse.com

Hanoverville Inn - Dani el & sWhdreoMase the
hotel that probably first belonged to Peter and that
passed to DanielThe best gess is that thbotel was on
Dreisbach property that fronted onto a busy
thoroughfareHanoverville RoadThis was and is eoad
that runsfrom the Lehigh River to Eastpmaking ita
prime location for an innToday there still is a hotel at
this site, thgoresenHaroverville Roadhouse.

The current structure, although greatly modified, was
built in 1825, at theitne when Daniel Dreisbach was the
inn keeper! Daniel owned and ran this hotel from at
least :817_ to 18_34’ and probably until 1837 when he Fig. 11. Homestead of Daniel Dreisbach near Turbotville, Bailt
moved his family west, to Northumberland County.  in 1829 on thesiteof Fort Freeland Courtesy of FranklirStahl I1.
After Daniel left,the hotel building was renovated and a

general store, a post office, and a stage coach stop were The next Dreishacto be discussed was3® generation
added, no doubt by the new ownrer. inn keeper Hiram, was the son of Daniel anthe
grandson of Per. Hiram coninued thetradition of inn
keeping, establishing an inn in Northumberland Co.

Hiram Dreisbach Hiram was born 17 Aug. 1821. He
began | i f e Dani¢l Hirarh Dreisbaubuhe
to differentiate betweethe father,Daniel Sr., and the

son, the younger Danielas always known by his

mi ddl e namwahich i8 Howrwa mib refer to
him.'

In 1842 when he was21, Hiram married Elizabeth
Menges, the daughteof wealthy neighbos Peter
Menges and Anna Elizabeth StahFour years later,
possibly with financial help from his fathér-law, he
purchasedandn e ar hi s Y Bothhhe 1858 f a
——— , - - and 1860° Census records show Hiramsa farmer and
Fig. 10. Present day Hanoverville Roadhouse, probably the very his children, Daniel, Relecca and Sarahattending

same inn that walsuilt by Daniel Dreisbach. Photo courtesy of f1
; schoot™.
hanovervilleroadhouse.com
'Thanks to Franklin Phillip St
who provided much information
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The Eagle Hotel andHiram the inn keeper:In 1867,

Hi r awif@,sElizabeth,died. Three years laterthe

1870 Census showsiram as a single man. dWw nearly

50 years oldhe was no longefa farmer. In fact ke had

left the farm andnoved nto the town of Turbotville to
becomethe proudinn keepeiof theEagle Hotel

Fig.12. The EAGL urbotville, PA built in 1843, as it
appeared about 1875 and as
Co. PA? wight the daption fAEagl e
Propr., Turbotville, NorthdCou nt vy, Penna. o

The hotelwas a lucrative business and Hiram was doing
well. In 1875 he commissioned a sketch of his hotel
which was published in thelistory of Northumberland
Co., PA (see Fig. 12.).

By 1878, Hiramwas remarriedto a widow, Catherine
Jerrel He continued as a hotel keefder another eight
years until he diedat age 64 on 3 April 188@.his was
the end of thdamilial chain of Dreisbach inn keepers.
None of Hirambés sons took
and hissecondwife are buried in the OldTurbotville
Cemetery, in Lot no. 287

The next inn keeper, another Jost (known as Jost 1773 to
di fferentiate hi m whsaoXor A We
3" cousin to Danielwho had the ldnoverville Inn Jost

was an even more distant cousinTafrbotville Hiram.

But first, a little history about the discovery of this inn
keeper

Discovered! In 2009, combing through a box of old

s h o wndodumeritiin s Northanypton 'CoArchives, tasist lofa n d
Hot el Moofe TBwrishifrink&8ebérivas found which included,

among othet, a Jost Dreisbach.Since then | have

Being an inn keeper could not have been a new periodically wondered about Moore tavern keeper Jost

experience for Hirami he must have worked for his
father in the
built about 1843 was much grander
It was a three story brick building worth $30,000, a
significant amount of moneylt had rooms for travelers
on the second floor ana ballroom on the third floc#

Thetown of Turbotville was growingyy 1870 it had 94
dwellings, churches, a schodnd a fine hotel! Inn
keeper Hirammust have been considered one of the
townos
board of directors of Turbotville Public School (which
was deemed quite an horiom t h e*. F® & thdrts )

time, between April 1867 and November 1868, he was

also a member of the Freemasons, Milton Lodge No. 22.

. 33 o T NETRIT—, fy —
Fig. 13. Present day view of the EAGLE HOTEL which is still in
operation in 2015. Photo courtesy of Franklin Stahl

Hanovervi, l eNRYELEPI L ERBYt
t Shtath’ Yh8 s

upst drhd was gppainted io zhe n s

and these thoughts eventually evolved into this
HBYtlamb &t Réw S

father 6s.

r’.

Fig. 14. A list of inn keepers in Moore Townsliipl797: Abraham
Kreider, Michael Tanner, Jost Dreisba¢hPhoto by M. Falconer.

The earliest Moore tax rolls examined those of 1781
show a John Dreisbach apparentjyst getting
estaltishedin Moore Twp.and paying th@ex to lowest
tax of anyone ligd. Two years later this same persen
paying the next to highest tand thereaftethe tax lists
showhe continues to dwell, even acquiring morand.
Although his tax profile iscomplicatel, he is not our
main focus and so we are content to say Hyafl796
John Dreisbach was successful farmer in Moore
Township®®



Enter Jost, born 1773.In 1796 Jost Dreisbach first
appears in the Moore tax lisas a single marthe next
year 1797, J ost 6 s n a ntethevbattom & thel e d
regular tax lisfi indicating Jost had just gotten married.
Piecing together documents, wget a picture of Jost,
who, according to his tombstone, whsrn 30 Nov.
1773* From church records, wenowh i s
was Maria Magdalen&lawk® and in 1797, the same
yeartheywere married, Maria gave birth to a baby son,
Johannespn the 14 of June™

John and JostDreisbach are both on the assessment
lists. What wasthe relationship between John and Jost?
A single document answerethis question A land
transfer of 134 acres and 18 perches of land in
Chestnuthill Twp. fow Monroe Cq. PA.) on 5 April
1808 showsland was transferretb Jost Dreisbaclby

his father John Dreisbacf. John wa the father of Jost!

Jost becomes a taverrowner! From 1796 until 1798
fatherand sonworked as yeomenfarmersbut in 1799
things changdd® JosephlostDreisbach was listedin
the tax rollsasan inn keeperwith a tavern,one horse
andhe wagaxed at $21, a rather large amount of tax

Anocther ccument shows that Jost owned only one
building a moder ately PaThge
meansthal o st 6 s tavern was not
must have been part of his house. One wonders if his
wife enjoyed feedinglistening toand cleaningip after
drunken men, for such must have been her life, at least
part of the time.

In 1799 Jost was not the only man to go into business.
His father,John Dreisbachopened a storen his own
house, a 320x240Altwmugh theset or
w e r enmmaldytstores in this part of Moore Twp, John
was listed as a store keepenly for the next two years.
Perhaps he did not enjoy haviagtore.

Jost goes to court.Jost, Abraham Kreider, Michael
Tanner and John Merch (Marsh) were licensed as
retailers bysmall measurg® meaning they could not sell
liguor wholesale, or in large quantitie¥ost appamntly

did not quite follow the rulebecause in January 1801,
Jost received a summons to appear at the Court of
General Quarter Sessions of Peace in Easton, PA. on the
charge of selling whiskey by the quattif he failed to
appear, he owedf50 to the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. John Dsdiach was also named in the
court case. He also would have to @ if his son,

" Joseph is the Anglicized version of Jost andnalicition
that he may have spoken English.

wi f eds

o

Jost, failed to appear in court. We assume Jost appeared
but have no record of the outcome of his court case.

Fig. 15. Summons for Inn Keeper Jost Dreisbach to appeaount
on charges of selling large quantities of whiskey. John Dreisbach,
while not summoned, was also threatened with a large fine if Jost did
not appear in court. Photo by M. Falcor2p09.

For the next nine years, from 1799 to 1808 (the period of
time for wh'\ch the tax documents were investigated),
Yost/Jodkph! oHelsthéh is listed as a tavern kedper
1808, Jost s name was ente
lined out Why? Becausdost and hisamily had moved

to Chestnuthill Twp. Did Jost have a tawe in
Chestnuthill? Wael o n 6 t Ut pedhaps he didLate

in life, Jost moved to Exer Twp. in Luzerne Co., PA.
where he diedn 26 April 1858 He and his wife are
buried in the Dreisbachlorse cemetery in Harding,
Luzerne Co.

What di d J aktiké and where was it?

Without more research wd o n 6 t know whe
tavern was locatedHowever wecan make an educated
guess based omformation in theRoad Index, 1753
1937" and inRoad Book 4, 1806 1812°® Both books
describe a road thatasto be laid and maintained for
publicuse-t o day 6 s alsoknawe asMo8niajn

View Drive.
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Fig. 16. One of twataverns in Klecknersville, PA. thaybe the site
of Jost Dr e iGedygla Eanhsteettviewfrom 2014.

By following the names of farmerdisted in the road
books adhaving landalong the path of thimad we can

seet hat taverrs wallacated on Mountain View
Drive in what is nowKlecknersville. Todaythe town has
two oldtaverns Reseach is needed to determiifeone

of themoccupies he site of Jost Dr
It was not only Dreisbach men who were involved in

running taverns and inns, we know of two Dreisbach

women who, along with their husbands, owned hotels.
Interestingly, the women were first cins!

The Butztown Hotel: An inn keeper with a Dreisbach
wife. Located near Bethlehem, PAhe hotel was built

in 1806 by Georg Butz (b. 3 Feb 1762, d18 Sept.
1849) a factconfirmed by a date stone on the east wall
of the building

Fig. 17 Vlew of the Butztown Hotel circa 1910 Unknown
photographer. Picture courtesy of Richard Musselman.

Georgemarried a daughter of Simon Dreisbach Ntary
Catherine Dreisbactshe was born 8 Jan 1769 on Simon
JJ6s farm in Lehigh Twand, N
accordingto The Dreisbach Bodk she married Johan
George Butzon 9 July 1787.An early settlerand
entrepreneur irBethlehem Twp George built several
flour mills along the nearby stream called the Nancy
Run before he built the Butztown Hof8l.

George and Mary Catherine Dsbach Butz ran the hotel

he built for many yearauntil they encountered financial
difficulties. In 1824 theyhad to declare bankruptcy
They sold the hotel, moved to Philadelphia and, in their
6006s, began “MannGatharife Deisbach s s
Butz died 18 Sept. 1849.

A descendant of inn keeper GeorgetBprovided a
short history of the hot&land said that to the east of the
hotel building there was a large livery stable for the
horses of patrons. It was torn down in9%9and a
replaced by a parking lot more suitable for the
Afhorseso of today.

Fig. 18. Mary Catherine Dreisith
Butz. Daguerreotype taken prior to
1849 @Hotd) courtesy of Richard
Musselman.

V. Lol i I
Catherine Dreisbach Butz

Like theot her hot el s widafiovesvilled i s

Roadhouse, the Eagle Hotel in Turbotville, and the
Klecknersville inn, the former Butztown Hotedtill
exists in more or less its original fornm 2000 the hotel
was reincarnated as the Keystone Pub, under which
name it is operating today.

Hh -
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Fig. 19. Present day view of the Btdwn Hotel, now theKeystone
Pub. Photo by. Falconer, 2012.
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The Blackhorse Inn of Lorentz Erb, another inn
keeper with a Dreisbach wife:Lorentz Erb was born
24 Dec 1758 in Northampton Co., PA. He married
Anna Maria Dreisbach, the daughtdrAdam Dreisbach
(17221803), saw extensive serviceduring the
Revolutionary War andy 1790 was farming in Moore
Twp.®® Sometime during the next few years, he moved
to Easton, R. possibly because his fathierlaw, Adam
Dreisbach, had settled therelifig2%*

For pditical reasons, Easton wahosen as the county
seat br Northampton. Its locatioand hilly terrain were
neither central nor conducive to buildindgvaking it a
county seat was a political decision lthe sons of
William Penn Thomas and John PefirEleven families
began the construction of thfsontier town in 1752.
When Lorentz Erb settled thersome forty years later,
about 1782 Easton was no longer the frontier and the
town had churchg, acourt house and many taverns.
Lorentz thougt there was room for one more tavern.

The Blackhorse Inn: By 1794, Lorentz Erb wawel
established andehand his wife, Anna Maria Dreisbach,
were operatingthe Blackhorse Innlt had a prime
location, at tke corner of Northampton Street and the
central square.The hotel wa a wooden building,
27 06 x 4 6iz& two stories high and highly taxeat
$1250°%

Lorentz opens a stage coach runfin the spring of
1794 Lawrence Erb, of Easton, advertised that he would
run a stageoachbetween there and Philadelphia. It was
to start every Monday morn
sign of the Black horse, near the celiouse, Easton,
and to return omhursday, starting from the sign of the
Pennsylvania armdn Third street, between Vine and
Callowhill, stopping over night at JohMoor e d s
Jenkintown, goingdowa nd at Adam Dr ei
Stony Point, returning. The fare was two dollars for each
pas&nger, with ten pounds of baggage. The charge for
one hundred and fifty pounds of baggagas the same

as a passengér"’ The building that housed the Black
Horse Inn no longer exists, and there ace kmown
drawings of itWed o rki@owv for how lang it existed or

even preciselywhere it waslocated. More research
might provide some answers.

Adam Drei sbackds Stino the y
advertisement of Lorentz Erb, above, there is mention of
yet one mordaverni Adam Dr e inmsab $tandy 6 s
Poi nt . beerMmdble ¢o discovemything moe
about this tavern beyond

The Dreisbach Inn Keepers:We have taken ok at
nine Dreisbach inn keeperdVeissport Jost, Sparta

Henry, Drylards Peter, Drylands Daniel,
Northumberland Ham, Moore Jost, Bethlehem Butz
and his wife Mary Catherine Dreisbach, Easton Erb and
hiswife, Anna Maria Dreisbach, with a quick mentioi
Adam Dreisback of Stoney PoinThese inn keepers
were all at least 3 or 4" generation Dreisbachs,
beginning with Simon Dreisbach .Sas geneation #1.
Often they werdarming as well as running an inn, but
the Dreisbactfamily was moving away from rural life
and into the towns and citiésvhere they stayed.

These Drisbach taverns and inns were operative for
about fifty years, beginng shortly after the endf the
Revolutionary War. During thattime the US
Constitution was drawn up, the War of 1812 took place,
and the new country had to come to terms with
Loyalists,new taxes and rebellion. All dhi¢se were, no
doubt,discussed witlvigor, and quite a bit of alcohdl

in the Dreisbach taverns.

IFign2§ Inteqiqr of &f tqwry og city dageraMosp it nkt all, aferps o m
owned by Dreisbachs were far more rustic thah i s . ASETTLI
AFFAI RS of t hewlebldand CatvdrBy pérmissiBnoof
Winterthur Museum, Winterthur, DE.

Marcia Dreisbach Falconer
dsegbachfamgyassociafpp@gmail.com

A number of people have provided valuable information which
enabled me to write this newsletter. One in particular offered
hours of his time to search the Northampton County Archives
for needed information. Specialaihks for his help, goes to
Richard Musselman, a respected genealogist and a
descendant of Mary Catherine Dreisbach Butz, who, along
with her husband, owed the Butztown Hotel.

Thanks also go to my sister, Ardis Dreisbach Grosjeam
gpentihqurs sharipgfopmationfrom her vast archiveas well

as reading and correcting the many versions of this
n]anuscript.

There are gaping_holes in the information presented, 0, .
t Iao%bﬁ mahy?erro?% X' ofwhich Yre thidd. Eadh fan k(fgglg 0

dese ves ( but Hdurdmobetresearehciredrderdo)
better tell their stories. My hope is that somebody will be
interested enough to try to find the missing information.
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